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 Term 3, Week 8, 2019	

 
	 	

 
 
 

 
The B.Y.C English teachers asked their students, “Why do we study English?”	

	
“To get an education” - A	

	
“To pass school and because it’s fun” - A	

	
“To be smart, to learn so you can get a job” - F	

	
“To go further in life” - B	

	
“To learn how to spell” - L	

	
“To help me get more brain cells” - K	

	
“To know that there are a lot of people who are a lot worse off than we are, like Macbeth for 

example” - A	
	

"It is important and we might need it in everyday life" - M	
	

"So we can have a bigger and more vast vocabulary" - A	
	

"So we can be more prepared for the future" - C	
	

"So we can communicate with each other and we can use proper grammar in professional 
careers" - T	

	
"To gain more experience and more knowledge" - J	

	
"So we can write paragraphs and to help prepare for our adult life"  - E 

	
"Because "your" and "you're" are different, and that's important (I mean, who knew?)"  

- J 
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Music worked incredibly hard last term.  Everyone 
pushed themselves out of their comfort zone and we 
focused on coming together as a band.  Our Music 
students can all play at least two instruments each 

and can read and write music!   

 

Unlike other subjects, Music 
performs for the audience at the 

assembly live and they show you exactly how much they have learnt 
and how much they have improved right there on stage! 

This is no easy task! 

They are an amazing bunch of young musicians! 

Looking forward to this Term’s performance on the 26th of 
September!  
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This Term our theme is ‘You’re an important part of the puzzle’.  We are working with students to 
understand that while they are unique individuals, we all fit together to make the bigger picture. 

As always we have lots of activities for them to do during break time, including jigsaw puzzles!  Here’s 6 
benefits of doing jigsaw puzzles: 

1.  Jigsaws exercise the left (logical) and right (creative) side of your brain at once 
2.  They improve your short term memory – puzzles reinforce connections between brain cells 
3.  They improve your visual-spatial reasoning by looking at pieces and working out where they fit 
4.  Believe it or not, they are a great mediation tool and stress reliever – they give you a sense of peace   

that lowers your blood pressure and heart rate 
5.  Puzzles are a great way to connect with your friends and family – even if it’s only for a few minutes 

a day 
6.  They are great if you want some time alone – take a break from the bustle of life and relax 
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& 
Foodbank NSW & ACT, Nova 96.9 and Bendigo Bank have entered into a partnership to highlight the great 
work schools are doing as part of the School Breakfast Program. 

On Friday 9 August we arrived at school to find the hall set up with all the fun and games.  Not to menLon 
the giant Nova mascot! Students didn’t hesitate to get in on the acLon playing soccer, giant jenga and mixing 
it up with the Nova Casanova team. 

Fitzy and Wippa called in and interviewed Stephanie.  She was a liRle bit nervous but soon got in to the 
swing of a radio interview. 

Thank you to Foodbank NSW & ACT for their ongoing support of our breakfast club.  Thank you to Nova 96.9 
and Bendigo Bank for taking the Lme to meet our students, their families and seeing how the School 
Breakfast Program benefits our school community. 
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Drew McDonald 

During week 3 I was able to go to work experience.  

 I worked at the NSW All School CompeLLon with the 
Rooty Hill Dragons. 

 

I undertook a range of tasks that helped ensure the 
event ran smoothly.  I assisted with seXng up the 

grounds, working in the canteen, cooking on the BBQ, 
organising stock and helping people find their way to the 

playing field. 

 

Doing work experience helped me develop my 
communicaLon skills, especially talking to people I don’t 
know.  I enjoyed doing work experience and as I would 
love to work in sports when I finish school I was able to 
see that event management is also a possibility in this 

area. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

During	food	tech	the	kids	made		

Burgers	on	a	Budget.	

	Each	burger	costing	$2-3	max	but	packed	
full	of	>lavour	with	seasoned	beef	burger	
patties,	lettuce,	tomato,	onion,	cheese,	
fried	eggs	and	their	choice	of	sauce!		

They	all	loved	them	and	there	weren’t	any	
leftovers	at	all!	
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All	hail,	Macbeth!	
Stage	Four	is	exploring	the	Shakespearean	

world	of	Macbeth	this	term!	

We	have	explored	script	writing,	
Shakespearean	language,	fate	versus	free	

will	and	Macbeth’s	ambition!	

We	have	made	items	from	the	famous	play	
and	explored	the	role	of	the	witches.	
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Today I interviewed the Head of School, Ms Carol Everard.  
Here’s what she had to say about Blacktown Youth College. 

 

How has BYC improved in Term 3? 

Term 3, in my past experience, has always been the most 
difficult term.  This year has been our quietest and I can easily 
see that in general, the aRendance is up, the aXtude is 
beRer and work experience has helped boost morale. 

 

What changes have you made this year and have they 
improved things? 

The biggest change I made for the school this year was 
appoinLng Adam as the Campus Coordinator.  He has built 
good relaLonships with our students, he is dependable and 
he has added to the whole school spirit. 

 

Will there be any major changes in Term 4? 

Not in regards to Lmetable and the curriculum.  We are 
holding our Year 10 formal at a new venue.  I am sLll unsure 
about camp as it depends on school finances. 

Are you looking to extend the school at any stage? 

We don’t have the space to get any larger but, in the future, 
I am hoping we may be able to open another campus not too 
far away from Hebersham. 

 

 Are you looking to bring in a uniform or school colours? 

Due to costs to families, we have never established a 
uniform.  It has been talked about a lot but the school 
doesn’t have the funds to finance this itself but there have 
been recent chats with ideas put forward about maybe 
geXng t-shirts done. 

 

Why do we have a half-day every 2nd week? 

On the half-day, once students have been dismissed we have 
a full staff meeLng.  We also have training sessions 
someLmes with guests presenLng.  It allows Lme for the 
many administraLve tasks to be completed as well, e.g. 
programming and planning, report wriLng etc. 

 

Would there be any chance in the future to compete with 
other schools in sport? 

I have always wanted to do this.  We have occasionally 
parLcipated in the Anglican 7’s comp.  Perhaps, now with 
Adam, we could look into it more. 

How long are you looking at being the Head of School at 
BYC? 

I am hoping to stay at BYC unLl I reLre.  I do love my job and 
the students I get to meet and know along the way.  I am 
hoping to reLre in another 10 years and move to Italy. 

 

 

Thursday, 22 August 2019 
By Brock Kimber 
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NAIDOC AT BYC 2019 

On Friday 27th of July BYC celebrated NAIDOC. We came together and 
learnt about Wiradjuri language, casual racism, barriers to education, 
respect, and the need for a treaty.  

  

Our students watched,  
spoke, read and created  
alongside students in other  
classes and stages. We  
played Wiradjuri language bingo, listened to 
interviews with academics, discussed what casual 
racism is and how to overcome it, learnt about what 
a treaty is and why these are important, as well as 
made promises to our Indigenous communities, 
peoples, and lands. Nicole brought in some of the 
art she bought on her recent trip to the NT created 
by Indigenous people from that  
region—the textures and 
 colours were incredible. 

We had lunch and time to  
reflect— it was awesome! 


